
St. Odilia Social Justice Ministry Area Council 
Minutes 01-18-2022 

Name Attending? 

Y/N 
Name Attending? 

Y/N 
Beth Aune Y Phil Aune Y 
Kim Kahat Y Steve Kahat Y 
Sheba Fernandez Y John Hunt – PLC Rep Y 
Blaine Mably - Chair Y Bonnie Miller Y 
Marlene Rink N Bernie Wiwel - Recorder Y 
PLC Rep – Vicky Cherne, Troy 

Gregory, Nancy Dieckmann 
Vicky   

 

Opening Prayer 

Review of Last Minutes 

 Minutes approved. 

PLC Update 

 PLC agreed to list us as a faith partner for Minnesota Alliance for Health Care. 

 Arch diocese has process for starting a sister parish relationship.  John is starting to follow these 

steps to progress on this.  Next steps will be to put together a core committee to work on this, 

with SJC taking on some roles. 

 John will be sending email and notes out on the sister parish work. 

 Kim and Steve went to a Just Faith meeting where an effort is being made to start a coalition of 

congregations throughout the cities.  There may be some opportunities there to make connections 

with a potential sister parish. 

 Other possibilities for sister parishes can include parishes outside the metro area. ( This could 

open options to other Latino communities. ) 

 New PLC member at large is Nancy Dieckmann, replacing Amparo. 

Evangelization / Education 

Racial Justice Resource Review 

 Awaiting website redesign, but do we have a plan.  Seems like we are in a holding pattern.  Kim 

is getting some additional material. 

 Discussion on Process for Review: 

◦ It was agreed that nonfiction resources should be used. 



◦ Resources will probably need to be vetted out by someone.  This would involve verifying if 

the material is credible by having someone from the group read it.  Some thoughts on this: 

▪ Need a small group to approve resources. 

▪ Sheba suggested to keep respect life material separate from racial justice. 

▪ Sheba, Beth, and Steve volunteered to be reviewers. 

◦ Drafting a disclaimer may be helpful to include with reviewed material. 

 Question raised if we should be doing something in the short term to get this information out. 

 One Idea is to have a bookshelf in the courtyard that is dedicated to either SJC or Racial Justice. 

Jan. 17th ‘Letter from the Birmingham Jail’ event at Pax Christi : This is an event that was also promoted 

by Just Faith.  The group that attended this event read and discussed the letter that MLK wrote from the  

Birmingham jail.  Many new people there did not hear of this letter before.  Other churches are getting 

interested.  March 7 will be another event and will be hearing more about this from Just Faith. 

Conversation Continues:  discussion from this group focused on the short course, racial justice session, 

and the need to get the repository moving along in the short term.  Phil also discussed his findings on 

University of Maryland using data to determine racial equity. 

Upcoming Events 

Raising Awareness:  10 people signed up.  There will be a lot to cover in this short course, but not allot of 

time.  This is a first-time short course for us so will be challenging, but it is already planned and getting 

underway.  It will be virtual but not with breakout sessions.  Thoughts are to perhaps treat this as a pilot 

session, get feedback and try to repeat it in the future with improvements.  Perhaps it could be held every 

year around MLK day.  This course is also primarily an introduction to the Faith and Racial Healing 

course which gives a more in-depth study.  The planning meeting is set for Saturday Jan 22 on zoom. 

Faith and Racial Justice Changing Systems and Structures 

 Discussed ‘New Jim Crow’ book.  It deals with more than just mass incarceration. 

 Online facilitator training is mandatory for all facilitators. 

 Registration links to be out in February. 

 Tentatively in person classes. 

 Planning: should we purchase some books for this? 

Other Council Business 



Mary Speaks:  Everlyn from St. Peter Clavier is looking to put together a planning committee to promote 

this play in the twin cities.  Bonnie volunteered to look further into this.  (What do they need? What’s 

involved? Time frame?) 

Net Zero:  Group wondering what role we are going to take on this.  John is going to learn more about 

this tonight, the PLC has a list of specific questions for each MAC to ask about this.  The timeline for this 

is tight and needs to be done before the budget. 

Closing Prayer 

 


